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Natural Resources Conservation Service 
1301 Business Loop East Suite 1 
Jamestown, ND 58401 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

   
       
 

 

July 30, 2012 
 
Kathy Bargsten 
Stanley Consultants 
8000 South Chester Street 
Suite 500 
Centennial, CO. 80112 
 
Subject: RE: Central Power Electric Cooperative, Inc. Mountrail-Williams Electric Cooperative 
Snake Creek – Parshall Transmission Line Project – McLean County, North Dakota 
               
 
Dear Ms. Bargsten, 
 
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has reviewed your letter dated May 23, 
20012 concerning Snake Creek – Parshall Transmission Line Project - McLean County, North 
Dakota. 
 
Farmland 
 
NRCS has a major responsibility with the Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) in 
documenting conversion of farmland (i.e., prime, statewide importance and local importance) to 
non agriculture use when federal funding is used.  Your proposed project consists of installing 
overhead transmission lines and replacing overhead transmission lines.  An insignificant amount 
of farmland is affected by this activity so FPPA does not apply; therefore, no further action is 
needed.  
 
Wetlands 
 
The Wetland Conservation Provisions of the 1985 Food Security Act, as amend, provide that if a 
USDA participant converts a wetland for the purpose or to have the effect of making agricultural 
production possible, loss of USDA benefits could occur.  The Natural Resource Conservation 
Service has developed the following guidelines for the installation of permanent structures where 
wetlands occur.  If these guidelines are followed the impacts to the wetland will be considered 
minimal allowing USDA participants to continue to receive USDA benefits.  Following are the 
requirements: 
 
 Disturbance to the wetland must be temporary. 
 No drainage of wetland is allowed (temporary or permanent). 
 Mechanized landscaping necessary for installation is kept to a minimum and preconstruction 

contours are maintained. 



Ms. Bargsten 
Page 2 
 
 
 Temporary side cast material must be placed in such a manner not to be dispersed in the 

wetland. 
 All trenches must be backfilled to the original wetland bottom elevation. 
 
NRCS would recommend that impacts to wetlands be avoided.  If the alignment of the 
permanent structure requires construction in a wetland, NRCS can complete a certified wetland 
determination if requested by the land owner/operator. 
 
Should you have any questions pertaining to this letter please contact me at 701-252-1460, 
extension 115. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ 
 
FREDERICK P. AZIZ 
Area Resource Soil Scientist 
 
cc: Steven Seiler, State Soil Liaison, NRCS, Bismarck, ND  
Virginia Mehlhoff, DC, NRCS, Garrison, ND 
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